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so; and although, on the conversion of the king, they became his
spiritual guides and obtained the title of raj pandits, their descend-
ants are still looked down upon by the more recent Brahman
settlers, in spite of their great official influence and the deference
shown to them as raj pandits. The formal act of conversion took
place about 1790. To account for the admission of the CacMris
into recognised Hinduism, the Brahmans were forced to invent a
legend that the race was descended from Bhim, one of the brothers
of the Mahabhdrata, just as the Manipuris who had been received
into Hinduism about forty years earlier were stated to be descended
from Arjum. The Cachari legend is, that a son of Bhim wandered
to this part of the country, married the king's daughter, and left as
offspring a Cachari race. The descendants fell off from the true
faith by contact with the heathen. In 1790 the then Ra"ja, Krishna
Chandra, together with his brother Gobind Chandra, made a public
profession of Brahmanism with certain expiatory rites. They were
both placed inside the body of a "large copper image of a cow, and
thence produced as reclaimed Hindus by the Brahmans, who
assigned them a place as Kshattriyas of the Rajbansi tribe. When
a hill people take up Hinduism, they adopt that form of It which
bears most resemblance to their own ancient worship. Thus the
Cdchatfs, having practised a gloomy demon - worship, adopted
the rites of Kali, the wife of the All - Destroyer, in their most
horrible form, and identify her with their own female demon Ran
Charidi. The Manipuris, on the other hand, having had a bright
nf-ture-worship and an intense love of flowers, became followers
of Krishna.
Hinduism has not made much progress among the Parbattia
Cacharis, who still remain in their original state, and have a
considerable physical resemblance to the wild tribes around
them. Some of them now profess the Hindu religion, but
the principal objects of their worship are the spirits who have
authority over the powers of nature. The first Hindu shrines,
which appear to have been built by the Cdcharis, have long been
abandoned. They are situated amid a jungle, which is now
included in a tea grant
The legend of Ran Chandi, the tutelary goddess of Cdchar,is thus
related to me by the Deputy-Commissioner. While the capital was
at Kdshpur, Ran Chandi appeared in a dream to Raji Nirbhayfc-
Narayan (No. 45 in the following list), and told him to meet her